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IN THE NEWS

Dear Readers, welcome to the eight (8th) is-
sue of the Opportunity newsletter.

We are into the third (3rd) quarter of this year 
and so far, we have again experienced a very 
hectic but smooth �ow of operations in all 
business units of the Authority.
  Firstly, the Authority is prepared to host the 
inaugural Business Regulator’s summit sched-
uled to take place from the 19th to the 20th of 
September, 2019.
  The two days event will be hosted at the Hil-
ton Hotel in Port Moresby under the theme 
“E�cient Regulations; Productive Economy”. 
The main topics of discussion focus will be 

on the parameters of the World Bank Doing 
Business Report and other important areas of 
business and investment regulations. 
  The use of these baseline indicators will be a 
guide to identify bottlenecks in various busi-
ness regulations that impede growth of busi-
nesses and suggest ways for improvement. 
Responsible government agencies adminis-
tering those regulations were invited to make 
presentations and outline areas of improve-
ment. 
  The Authority has just completed the second 
and �nal consultations for the review of the 
Association Act of 1966 which was conducted 
from the 25th of July, right through to August, 
2019.
  The review of the Act will address issues 
that have been identi�ed as problematic for 
local associations and to bring the Act into 
compliance with international Anti-Money 
Laundering (AML) mandates which is aimed 
at bringing a higher level of transparency and 
accountability to this entity type.
  Work is also continuing on the review of the 
Investment Promotion Act of 1992 which is 
now on it’s way to cabinet.

I sincerely hope you enjoy this issue and as 
always, we look forward to receiving your 
feedback.

Thank you and happy reading!!!

Clarence M. Hoot
Managing Director

MD’s INBOX

CLARENCE M HOOT
Managing Director

Continue on to next page..........

The Investment Promotion Authority (IPA) 
is doing its best to drive e-commerce 

through its Online Registration Service or 
ORS.
  This was stated by the Managing Director 
for the Investment Promotion Authority, Clar-
ence Hoot during a round table discussion ini-
tiated by a small SME, “Em Stret Space” in Port 
Moresby recently.
  Mr Hoot was invited by “Em Stret Space” to 
speak on the topic “Strengthening linkages 
between SME’s and their support institutions”.
E-Commerce refers to the Internet based in-
dustry of buying and selling products or ser-
vices via electronic means. 
  Mr Hoot highlighted that the development 
of E-Commerce stimulates economic growth 
and investment in innovation that can also 
enhance competitiveness, providing that 
consumers have access to the internet.
  He said the IPA is signing MOU’s with Provin-
cial Administrations for the establishment of 
Help Desks to extend the ORS services to the 
Provincial level.
  Mr Hoot told SME owners who attended the 
round table discussion that with the ORS, it is 
con�dential and any lodgment is restricted to 
registered clients only.
On that same note, Mr Hoot stressed that 
more awareness is also needed on the impor-
tance of the Personal Property Security Reg-
istry (PPSR).
  He said the Personal Property Security Regis-
try or PPSR allows SMEs to pledge their move-
able assets as guarantee to obtain �nancial 
assistance to help the growth of their busi-
nesses.
  The SMEs were told that they can utilize PPSR 
to assist them get loans from �nancial compa-
nies however �nancial companies also need 
to be made aware of the PPSR.
  Mr Hoot said access to PPSR services can now 
be done online through the IPA website. 
  Meanwhile Woman entrepreneur and owner 
of Devine Management Services Limited, Dor-
othy Luana has raised a concern on the Cot-
tage Business activities List or reserved busi-
ness activities for Papua New Guineans.
  She said currently there is a huge competi-
tion between small Papua New Guinean SMEs 
and big foreign owned companies who are 
purportedly carrying out reserved business 

IPA DOING ITS BEST TO 
DRIVE E-COMMERCE

If for some reason you cannot remember 
your password for the Online Registry Sys-

tem (ORS), then click on the Forgot password 
link in the login page. As a registered user of 
the IPA ORS you have an email address reg-
istered against your account. Instructions on 
resetting your forgotten password will be sent 
to this email when requested by you.

And if you use the wrong password three 
(3) times when attempting to login into the 
ORS and you are the authorized person for 
that account , all you have to do is call +675 
3084448 or email online@ipa.gov.pg to un-
lock your user account.

Forgot your password on the IPA Online 
Registry System (ORS)?Tips & Traps
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IN THE NEWS

continued from �rst page........

Preparations are well underway for the 
hosting of a two (2) days inaugural PNG 

Business Regulators Summit set for the 19th 
and 20th of September, 2019 in Port Moresby.
  The Investment Promotion Authority (IPA) as 
one of the key business regulators will host 
this inaugural Summit. 
  The two day event will be held at the Hilton 
Hotel in Port Moresby under the theme “E�-
cient Regulations; Productive Economy”. 
  The main topics of discussion will focus on 
the parameters of World Bank Doing Business 
Report and will extend to other important ar-
eas of business and investment regulations. 
  The use of these baseline indicators will be 
used as a guide to identify bottlenecks in vari-
ous business regulations that impede growth 
of businesses and suggest ways for improve-
ment. Responsible government agencies ad-
ministering those regulations were invited to 
make presentations and outline areas of im-
provement. 

The World Bank Doing Business Survey covers 
the following topics: 

•	 Starting	a	business	
•	 Dealing	with	construction	permits	
•	 Getting	electricity	
•	 Registering	property	
•	 Getting	credit	
•	 Protecting	minority	investors
•	 Paying	taxes	
•	 Trading	across	borders	
•	 Enforcing	contracts	
•	 Resolving	insolvency	
•	 Labour	market	regulation		

 
Meanwhile this Summit is also held as part of 
post-APEC domestication process aimed at 
enhancing the productive capacities of our 
domestic regulations to grow business and 
investments. 
  An outcome report is expected to be pro-
duced at the end of the summit highlighting 
key reform areas. 

The key objectives of the Summit are;

1. Provide a platform for all the regulatory 
agencies to discuss arrays of regulatory re-
quirements and impediments that a�ect 
business environment in the country;

2. Promote dialogue and awareness, estab-
lish visibility and create synergies for a har-
monized regulatory system that is produc-
tive and responsive to inclusive growth and 
national development agenda;  

3. Provide policy recommendation for 
Government to consider regulatory reforms 
in key areas of doing business environment, 
improve PNG’s global rating on attract-
ing investment and improving investment 
compliance; and

4. Create convergent and cooperative 
regulatory synergies amongst various regu-
latory agencies that is responsive to busi-
ness development and progression.

Preparations underway for the 2019 Business
Regulators’ Summit

activities which are supposed to be reserved 
for Papua New Guineans.
  Ms Luana currently trades as DMS Organ-
ics where she is supplying and retailing local 
food, health and beauty products. These in-
clude dry herbs and spices, honey, galip nut’s 
by-products, body scrubs, cream, skin and 
hair oil amongst others.
 She said some of the foreign companies 

are selling products that are locally made or 
made from traditional materials and this is af-
fecting the growth of small SMEs in PNG who 
sell similar products.
  She called on relevant authorities to inter-
vene and ensure that reserved business ac-
tivities for Papua New Guineans must remain 
reserved to give small PNG SMEs an opportu-
nity to prosper.

  IPA Managing Director, Mr Hoot in response 
to the concern, pointed out that despite the 
cottage business list being under the IPA, the 
Authority was not given the opportunity to 
give its input during the consultation leading 
up to the formulation of the country’s SME 
Policy. 
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IPA Regional Officer for AROB, Louis Pihau addressing students at the IPA booth during the Bougainville Chocolate Fes-
tival that took place on the 7th - 8th of  August, 2019.

ROTOKAS displaying their cocoa beans on at the Cocoa 
festival.

The Copyrights and Neighboring Rights 
Act 2000 was e�ected in 2000 and is ad-

ministered by the Intellectual Property O�ce 
of Papua New Guinea. Copyrights and Neigh-
boring Rights Act 2000 enables copyright pro-
tection in PNG.
  Copyright protects literary or artistic work 
or creations. Works can relate to a variety of 
literary or artistic work or material ranging 
from books, music, paintings, sculpture,�lms, 
computer programs (coding scripts/language 
etc), databases (arrangement of data), adver-
tisements, maps, and technical drawings.
  Under the Act, Copyright protection is “auto-
matic” and does not require any form of  reg-
istration. This means that protection applies 
automatically from the moment the work or 
material is created. 
  The right owner should therefore be encour-
aged to notate or put a copyright notation 
his/her work/material to remind others that 
the work is protected under copyright. 
  There are two (2) Exclusive Rights under the 
Act and these are the economic rights and the 
moral rights.

I. Economic Right 
The economic rights are exclusive rights  
by virtue of being the owner of the copy-
right.  The owner of the copyright has 
exclusive right to carry out the following 
works:

(a)  reproduce his work

(b)  translate his work

(c)  adapt, arrange or transform his  
 work; and

(d)  distribute his work to the public  
 through sale, rental or public
 lending of the original or copy of  
 his work (unless it is already subject  
 to distribution authorised by him)

An owner of a copyright work can assign 
or license one or more of these rights  to 
another person or entity the authority to 
exercise. 

II. Moral Rights.
The Law gives right to an owner of a copy-
right work to-

(a)  have his name or where he agrees,
 a pseudonym, indicated clearly on  
 the copies of his work and in
 connection with any public use of  
 this work (unless the author
 indicates otherwise); and

(b)  to object to any distortion,
 mutilation or other modi�cation  
 or derogatory action in relation  
 to his work, which would prejudice  
 his honor or reputation.

Moral rights in a work can be waived, but can-
not be licensed or assigned. Moral Rights re-
mained with the owner.
  The term of protection for a copyright work 
shall be during the life of the author and for 
a period of 50 years of the date of his death.

Copyrights!  What is it and how does one 
obtain protection in Papua New Guinea?

The 2019 Bougainville Chocolate Festival 
was held on the 7th and 8th of August at 

the Independence oval at Arawa Town in the 
Autonomous Region of Bougainville. 
  The sponsored theme of the event is ‘World 
Class Beans for World Class Chocolate and a 
sub theme” Creating Opportunities for our 
Farmers for our Future”. 
  The chocolate festival brought together In-
ternational and local chocolatiers, local cocoa 
farmers, cocoa exporters, international and 
local stakeholders, government agencies and 
the public. 
  The focus of this event had been on promot-
ing increased productivity and high quality 
cocoa beans in Bougainville by the farmers.
  As part of its ongoing stakeholder support 
for this signi�cant event, the Investment Pro-
motion Authority participated as an exhibitor 
during the festival, showcasing its products 
and services.
  The chocolate festival is held annually in the 
Autonomous Region of Bougainville and this 
year was its fourth consecutive year.
  The event saw di�erent categories of compe-
tition ranging from;

- Chocolate Competition 
- Big Bean Competition 
- Big Pod Competition 

Last year’s winners of the best and high qual-
ity cocoa beans travelled down to Australia to 
meet and showcase their winning cocoa to at 
least seven (7) of Australia’s leading chocolate 
companies.
  We are reliably informed that the outcomes 
of those visits are very positive and commer-

cial talks are ongoing at this stage.
  The Authority also assisted cocoa farmers 
from Bougainville export their quality cocoa 
to the New Zealand market three (3) years 
ago and these arrangements are successfully 
continuing.
  Meanwhile, Buin in the South Bougaiville 
electorate will be the host for next year’s 
chocolate festival.

Chocolate Festival in Bougainville 
ends on high note



Business Licensing Information Service
booklet ON SALE
The Investment Promotion
Authority wishes to advise
its clients and public on the
sale of the Business License
Information Service (BLIS)
booklet.

The BLIS booklet contains the following information:.

The BLIS booklet contains a One-Stop-Shop Business Licensing
Information comprising various legislative requirements of doing
business in Papua New Guinea and the necessary processes or guidelines
to obtain the licenses from the relevant statutory license issuing agencies.

• CONTACT DETAILS OF OFFICERS (S), DIVISION & AGENCIES WHICH ADMINISTERS
    EACH LICENSE.
• LICENSE APPLICATION FORM WHERE POSSIBLE.
• APPLICABLE LEGISLATIONS AND PROVISIONS.
• DETAILS OF LICENSE, FEES, DETAILS OF RENEWALS AND TRANSFER.
• TYPE OF BUSINESS THE LICENSE MAY APPLY.
• PLUS OTHER NECESSARY INFORMATION REQUIRED TO ACCOMPANYING THE• PLUS OTHER NECESSARY INFORMATION REQUIRED TO ACCOMPANYING THE
    APPLICATION FOR BUSINESS LICENSE.

The booklet is on sale for K200 only and a copy can be purchased at the Investment
Promotion Authority office, 1st floor, IPA Haus, Munidubu Street (Corner of

Lawes Roard & Champion Parade) Konedobu, Port Moresby.

The BLIS booklet provides one-stop shop business licensing information and helps you to understand
various legislative requirements for compliance purposes.

For more information regarding a purchase of a BLIS booklet, please contact:
Jeffrey Hete, Business Information Officer on +675 321 7311/3900/534 or Michael George,
Manager Research & Information on +675 321 4509 or email them on jhete@ipa.gov.pg or
mgeorge@ipa.gov.pg respectively.

IPA NOTICE BOARD
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“My local SME, ‘Authentic PNG’ has been 
contributing towards alleviating pov-

erty and empowering rural artists and citizens 
of PNG by helping them realize the maximum 
bene�t from their unique creativity, skills and 
talents”.

Authentic PNG’s owner and aspiring entrepre-
neur, Dana Roape revealed this when asked as 
to her vision.

Ms Roape, an accountant by profession start-
ed her business in 2014 and had it registered 
with the Investment Promotion Authority 
(IPA) in 2016 after she came up with the idea 
of promoting products made from traditional 
materials.

“It all started with an idea of how I can in�u-
ence and impact my rural community socially, 
culturally and economically and yet sustain 
authentic traditional art skills and knowl-
edge,” said Ms Roape.

Since its establishment, Authentic PNG has 
also economically impacted on the rural and 
local (POM) artisans to have access to �nances 
for their day-to-day living. 

Ms Roape said many artisans who sell their 
products at the craft markets including  
Boroko, do not make much sales so  they ap-
proach her shop for assistance.

“We do not close our doors, we help where we 
can as part of our giving back to the commu-
nity,” said Ms Roape.

Authentic PNG sells authentic locally made 
products  including  carvings, bilums, bilum 
products including purses, key tags, dolls, 
blouses, copper/silver beatings, Potteries, cof-
fee  mugs, bowls and  vases.

“We also sell products made from bamboo in-
cluding key tags, toy knives, art drawings, ear-
rings and art work as well as necklaces made 
from sea shells and more. Other products we 
sell include those made from wood, twine, 
clay and wool,” said Ms  Roape.

Authentic PNG currently operates inside the 
Courts Plaza at Gordon in Port Moresby and 
apart from its good deeds in helping local ar-
tisans, it is also faced with challenges includ-
ing �uctuating daily business tra�c to make 
enough sales to sustain rentals every month.

“Apart from the challenges that we face, we 
also have achievements including our par-
ticipation in workshops and exhibitions or-
ganized by various government agencies 
including Small to Medium Enterprise Cor-
poration (SMEC) , Department of Youth ,Reli-
gion and Community Development and the  
Investment Promotion Authority. Our biggest 
achievement was our participation as an ex-
hibitor during the APEC’s SOMs in 2018 and at 
the PTI NZ Workshop in April 2019 which was 
organized by IPA.  We are currently working 
on an order of supplying 50 Bilums for CGG, a 
drilling contractor attached to Oil Search,” said 
Ms Roape.

“Our current target market is the corporate 
body for their gifts to farewell sta� (especially 
expats) and locals for gifts or just everyday 
wear.  Our market ratio would be, 20% for 
Corporate, 20% for International and 60% for 
local clients or customers. We also receive or-
ders from countries including Australia, Amer-
ica, Canada and China. ,” She said.

 However Ms Roape said the expensive air 
freighting in PNG is another factor that is af-
fecting the daily operation of her business. We 
would also love to supply or export overseas 
however it must be in big quantities so it’s 
pro�table.

Local SME, Authentic PNG helps local artisans promote their 
products.

“So far in big or small ways, Authentic PNG 
has gone out of its way to maintain the vision 
it carries and that is to contribute towards al-
leviating poverty and empowering the rural 
artists and citizens of PNG. 

Ms Roape said currently Authentic PNG has 
no establishments outside of Port Moresby 
however, its aim is to build a network with lo-
cal artists,carvers,weavers in rural areas so re-
lationships are established where  they supply 
us with products  to sell.

“I have a business diploma in accounting and 
a full-time job however I have the desire to 
help support rural and local artists promote 
their arts & crafts as most of them are illiterate 
and can only sustain their livelihood through 
their God-given talents”.

“ As an elite and promoter of PNG culture and 
tradition through such unique products, it 
is my community obligation to give back to 
help in one way or another to alleviate pover-
ty and empower the grassroots economically.

ET’S HEAR IT!L
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UESTION
TIMEQPPORTUNITY

KNOCKSO Biapeku Agro-Forestry 
project

Question:
What is the di�erence between a REPORTING 
company and an EXEMPTED company?

Answer: 
An EXEMPT company is a company which 
does not have the following below:

•	 Assets	exceeding	K5million;	or
•	 More	than	25	shareholders;	or
•	 More	than	100	employees	;	and

It is also a company that complies with at 
least one or two of the above (not all three) 
of the above.

A REPORTING company is a company that 
has:

•	 Assets	exceeding	K5million;	or
•	 More	than	25	shareholders;	or
•	 More	than	100	employees

IPA BRANCHES:

www.facebook.com/InvesmentPromotionAuthority

Lae Regional O�ce
Level 1, Nambawan Supa Building, 
P. O. Box 1074, Lae,
Morobe Province

Phone: (675) 479 2001 / 479 2606
Fax: (675) 479 2001
Email: ipalae@ipa.gov.pg

Buka Regional O�ce
Commerce O�ce, Haku Street
P. O. Box 782, Buka
AROB,

Phone: (675) 973 9344 / 973 9189
Fax: (675) 973 9344
Email: ipa_buka@ipa.gov.pg

Mt. Hagen Regional O�ce
Level 1, Gapina Building,
P. O. Box 1834, Mt. Hagen,
Western Highlands Province,

Phone: (675) 542 0399
Fax: (675) 542 0599
Email: ipahagen@ipa.gov.pg

Kokopo Regional O�ce
Ground Floor, Marau Haus,
P.	O.	Box	870,	Kokopo,
East New Britain Province,

Phone: (675) 982 9460
Fax: (675) 479 2001
Email: iparabaul@ipa.gov.pg

Disclaimer > Opportunity is intended to provide information of a general nature only. The content of this newsletter is not intended to be advice 
or recommendation. It is not appropriate for the purposes of carrying out a transaction or making an investment decision. > The IPA takes reason-
able steps to ensure the information provided in the newsletter is accurate and up-to-date at the time of issue, as well as to obtain reliable content 
from third parties. However, the IPA does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of the information or endorse the views or opinions given 
by any third party provider, nor takes responsibility for any errors made in the process of providing this newsletter.

Port Moresby, Head O�ce
Level 1, IPA HAUS, Munidubu Street
(Corner of Lawes Rd and Champion Pde)
Konedobu,	Port	Moresby

Phone: (675) 308 4400 / (675) 321 7311
Facsimile: (675) 320 2237
Email: ipa@ipa.gov.pg

www.ipopng.gov.pg

Do you have a general question about the 
regulatory side of running a business or have 
a query on investment promotion, Intellectual 
Property rights or wish to know more on Securi-
ties? If so, email your question to: click

We will publish a selection of questions and our answers in each 
issue of Opportunity.

beverlyp@ipa.gov.pg

www.ipa.gov.pg

A Business Group seeks a Joint Venture partner 
to develop a logging operation for downstream 
processing of timber resources with long-term 
investment in agriculture business.

Project Proponent:
Biapeku Business Group (Inc.)
Location:
Biapeku,	Karamui	District,	Simbu	Province
Project size/Investment value:
Subject to scoping/feasibility studies
Description:
The proposed Biapeku Agro-Forestry Project 
development will initially involve a logging 
operation on 1,000 hectares of land in Bia-
peku,	Karamui	District,	Simbu	Province.	A	fur-
ther 15,000 hectares of tropical virgin rainfor-
est is still to be registered for further 
development.

The project proponent – Biapeku Business 
Group (Inc.), which is made up of traditional 
landowners of the Biapeku area, has regis-
tered 1,000 hectares of its customary land 
under an Incorporated Land Group (ILG) with 
the Lands Department for development pur-
poses.

The Simbu Province Administration’s forestry 
o�ce has conducted a forest inventory report 
over the subject proposed project area includ-
ing other technical reports on the proposed 
project and have determined that there are 
various species of timber/wood of between 
30,000 to 60, 000 cubic meters volume ready 
for harvesting.

The	 Karamui	 Basin	 is	 regarded	 as	 economic	
corridor with a very fertile land ideal for devel-
opment of large scale agricultural crops such 
as Cocoa, Co�ee, Rice and spices like Vanilla, 
Chilies, Cardamom etc. The land area is also vi-
able for cattle grazing as well and has featured 
in a report by the Simbu Provincial Division of 
Agriculture and Livestock as a potential in-
vestment area.

Contact
Mr. Apane Pire

IPA PNG

Details
(+675) 7229 6733
apane.pire@gmail.com

investment@ipa.gov.pg




